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Comment No. 4 (cont.)                   Issue Code: 16
nuclear weapons, or alter nuclear explosive devices or control over
them.  Continuation of the Y-12 DP mission, and construction and
operation of the HEU Materials Facility and Special Materials
Complex by the United States does not conflict with this treaty.  The
proposed action, which includes continuing weapons dismantlement
activities at Y-12, fully supports the goals of Article VI of the Nuclear
Nonproliferation Treaty, in which signatory nations agree to work
toward total disarmament. 

DOE has analyzed the potential environmental impacts identified for
the proposed action and alternatives in the Y-12 SWEIS.  This
analysis includes the direct, indirect, and cumulative environmental
consequences of the continued operation of the Y-12 National
Security Complex, and the construction and operation of new
facilities for the HEU Storage and Special Materials missions.  The
proposed action is not expected to have any impacts upon the nuclear
weapons endeavors of other nations; would not violate or impact any
international treaties or agreements; would not have any impact on
ongoing negotiations to further reduce nuclear weapons stockpiles;
and would not promote nuclear proliferation.

In response to the need for the capacity for nuclear weapons
production, DOE contends that downsizing of Y-12 and  rightsizing
of the manufacturing mission is appropriate based on the reduced
requirements for a smaller nuclear weapons stockpile.  There is no
envisioned or implemented increase in nuclear weapons production
in the Y-12 SWEIS proposed action or alternatives because no new
nuclear weapons would be produced.

The Stockpile Stewardship and Management (SSM) Record of
Decision (ROD) and the Stockpile Management Restructuring
Initiative did not rule out the construction of new facilities for the
HEU Storage Mission or the Special Materials Mission activities at Y-
12.  The current downsizing of the Y-12 infrastructure and rightsizing
of the secondary and case mission manufacturing base is consistent
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